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lExploratum anir Biacobetfi 



FRESH PAPYRI FROM OXYRHYNCHUS 

It has long been hoped that with the increasing numbers of Greek 
papyri being discovered in Egypt, new materials for New Testament 
textual criticism might be found. There has seemed to be a fair prospect 
that among the third- and fourth-century pieces found in such numbers, 
manuscript fragments of the New Testament as old as Vaticanus, or 
older, would come to light, greatly to the advantage of textual study. An 
earnest of such discoveries was realized in the Oxyrhynchus fragments 
of Matt., chap, i, and John, chaps, i and 20, found in 1897. These were 
assigned by their discoverers to the third century, and reckoned the oldest 
New Testament manuscripts known. In text, it will be remembered, the 
fragments resembled Sinaiticus and Vaticanus respectively, and thus 
tended to corroborate the text and theory of Dr. Hort. 

The new Oxyrhynchus volume, 1 however, brings us a much more 
considerable recovery in the papyrus of the Epistle to the Hebrews, found 
by Drs. Grenfell and Hunt in their more recent excavations at Oxyrhynchus 
(1903). Unlike the fragments of Matthew and John, which were from 
leaf -books of the modern form (codices), these fragments of Hebrews 
are parts of a roll. This roll was originally used for an epitome of Livy, 
eight columns of which are preserved; and subsequently, probably in the 
first half of the fourth century, the back of the roll was used to accommodate 
the Epistle to the Hebrews. The manuscript is thus of the age of Vati- 
canus, with the text of which, as well as of Claromontanus (D, sixth cen- 
tury), it exhibits most affinity. 

The considerable extent of the fragments, which preserve about one- 
third of the epistle (2:14 — 5:5; 10:8 — 11:13; 11:28 — 12:17), combined 
with their great antiquity, makes them a most important witness to the 
text of the epistle, especially as in Vaticanus the latter portions represented 
in the manuscript are wanting. The manuscript is further interesting as 
being the first in the form of a roll to preserve any considerable portion of 
the Greek text. The columns are broad, the lines being crTt^ot, or lines 

1 Oxyrhynchus Papyri, IV, 1904. The new Sayings of Jesus, which have the 
place of honor in this volume, have already been considered in the Biblical World, 
October, 1904, pp. 261-77. 
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of Epic length, with thirty-six to forty letters each, and there is a curious 
punctuation, not yet adequately explained. The columns are numbered 
at the top, the first one preserved being 47. Some other work thus clearly 
preceded Hebrews in the manuscript; the first forty-four columns would 
have accommodated the letters to the Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 
and Thessalonians, which directly precede Hebrews in the most ancient 
manuscripts, though not in Jerome's Latin Bible; and these may perhaps 




GENESIS 24:38-43 (SEPTUAGINT) 

have occupied the earlier columns of the Oxyrhynchus roll. It is unfor- 
tunate that no facsimile of this papyrus is given by its editors. It is impor- 
tant that it be published in full in facsimile, and we hope that in a later 
volume this may be done. 

The textual materials of the Old Testament as well as of the New have 
been enriched by the new Oxyrhynchus discoveries. Six fragments of the 
Greek text of Genesis in the version of the Septuagint have been found in a 
papyrus of the third century, and probably of the earlier half of it. The 
fragments, which include parts of chaps. 14, 15, 19, 20, 24, and 27, thus 
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constitute what is probably the oldest biblical manuscript known. They 
are of especial value as containing the early part of Genesis, where, through 
mutilation, the testimony of the greatest uncials is wanting, Alexandrinus 
having been the best available witness to the text hitherto. While these 
biblical manuscripts may individually seem so small and fragmentary as 
to be of little use, it must not be forgotten that by just such modest incre- 
ments the materials for the Homeric text have of late years been increased, 
until now a great part of the Homeric poems has been published from 
ancient papyri, and Homeric papyri are being found in such numbers that 
soon the whole text of the Iliad, at least, will be available in papyrus 
copies older than 300 A. D. 

The new Oxyrhynchus discoveries are of more than textual interest. An 
unidentified fragment of an apocryphal gospel is among them. 1 Like the 
fragments of Genesis, the manuscript belongs probably to the first half of 
the third century; how much older the gospel itself was it is difficult to say. 
It exhibits resemblances to Matt., chap. 6, and Luke, chap. 12, to a frag- 
ment of the Gospel according to the Egyptians, and to a certain passage 
in the so-called second Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians, which has 
usually been deemed a quotation from that gospel. The text as restored 
by Drs. Grenfell and Hunt runs thus: 

[. . a\irb 7rp<i)l l[o>s 6i//€ vfAets; tU av 7rpo<r0(eiyrj 
[jliiJt]€ d<£' k<nr\ipas €7rt ttjv fjXtKiav 
[ecus 7r]/o(ot ^tjT€. \rrj 15 iy/.(oy; avTo[s S]a>crct 
[Tpo<f>rj v]/u.o>v tl <f>d- vplv to IvhvpxL v- 
5 [yrjTe pyre] rrj ctt[o- /llcov. Xzyovvw av- 
[A.17 vfxiov] tl cvSv- to) ol p.a$r]Tal avrov 
[cnyjcrflc. [7roA.]A.(p /cpet[cr- wore rjfuv lp.<f>a- 
[crovjcs [cotc] twv \_KpC- 20 vrjs tfcrct /cat 7t6tc 
vcov aVt[va a]v£a- ere oxpofxeda; Xiyw 
IO vet ovSc v[^0]ci . [. otclv c/cSvcnya^c /cat 
cv €X 0VT [_ € * €]v8[v- p.r) atcrxvv^^TC, 
p.a tl cv[. . . .] /cat 



41 IA[cyc • tyjv /cActSa 
Trjs [yV(OCT€(DS c- 
K.pV\j/\cLTC aVTOL OVK 

ctcnyA.[0aT€, /cat Tots 

45 CtO"Cp[^0/Lt€VOtS OV- 

k d[vc<^aTC .... 

1 Cf. Biblical World, October, 1904, p. 271. 
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1-23. (Take no thought) from morning until even nor from evening until 
morning, either for your food what ye shall eat, or for your raiment what ye shall 
put on. Ye are far better than the lilies which grow but spin not. Having one 
garment, what do ye (lack ?).... Who could add to your stature ? He himself 
will give you your garment. His disciples say unto him, When wilt thou be mani- 
fest to us and when shall we see 
thee ? He saith, When ye shall be 
stripped and not ashamed 

41-6 He said, The key 

of knowledge ye hid; ye entered not 
in yourselves and to them that were 
entering in ye opened not. 

The document of most his- 
torical interest among the 
Oxyrhynchus discoveries of 1903 
is a certificate of pagan sacrifice, 
made in the time of Decius by 
persons suspected of being Chris- 
tians. Two similar documents, 
one at Berlin and one at Vienna, 
have already been published, but 
they come from a different dis- 
trict, the Fayum. All three are 
substantially alike in the formu- 
las employed, notably in being 
addressed to a commission 
charged with the investigation of 
Christian suspects. The certifi- 
cate runs thus: 

To the superintendents of offer- 
ings and sacrifices at the city, from 
Aurelius .... thion son of Theo- 
dorus and Pantonymis, of the said 
city. It has been ever my custom apocryphal gospel fragment (Reduced) 
to make sacrifices and libations to 

the gods, and now also I have in your presence in accordance with the command 
poured libations and sacrificed and tasted the offerings, together with my son 
Aurelius Dioscorus and my daughter Aurelia Lais. I therefore request you to 
certify my statement. 

The first year of the Emperor Caesar Gaius Messius Quintus Trajanus Decius 
Pius Felix Augustus, Pauni 20. 
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The date is thus about June 21, 250 A.D. Signatures followed, but 
only slight traces of them remain. By "the city" Oxyrhynchus is of 
course meant. 

Most interesting glimpses of what was going on in Egypt in the days 
of Decius' persecution may be had from the letter of Dionysius, bishop of 
Alexandria at that time, to Fabianus, bishop of Corinth, which is pre- 
served in the pages of Eusebius. 2 

Many of the more eminent in their fear came forward immediately (to sacri- 
fice); others who were in the public service were drawn on by their official duties; 
others were urged on by their acquaintances; and as their names were called 
they approached the impure and impious sacrifices. Some of them were pale 
and trembled as if they were not about to sacrifice, but to be themselves sacrifices 
and offerings to the idols; so that they were jeered at by the multitude who stood 
around; as it was plain to everyone that they were afraid either to die or to sacri- 
fice. But some advanced to the altars more readily, declaring boldly that they 

had never been Christians Some continued faithful until bonds and 

imprisonment, and some who had even been imprisoned for many days yet 
abjured the faith before they were brought to trial. Others, having for a time 
endured great tortures, finally retracted. 

The falling off in the receipts of the Egypt Exploration Fund, especially 
from American sources, threatens to interrupt the excavations of the Graeco- 
Roman Branch at the very time when they are proving most fruitful in 
valuable theological papyri. It is most important that the deficiency 
should be made up and the excavations prosecuted with unabated energy. 

Edgar J. Goodspeed. 

a Eusebius, H. E. t 6:41:11, 12 (McGiffert). 



